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have come down to us are either fragmentary or of uncertain
authenticity, owing to the original documents, now lost, having
been worked over by later generations, and the beliefs of these
generations having been unconsciously or by deliberate intent
transferred to the records of the earlier time. And, as is
natural, this twilight-region lies mainly in the earliest stages of
those world-movements which at the time appeared to have
little or none of the importance for men which afterwai'ds
attached to them. Of such are the early histories of the life
of Jesus, the history of Early Christianity, and to a certain
extent, Early Greek Philosophy; in all of which we can only
pick our way with difficulty by means of analogy, by the
balancing of probabilities, and by insight into the general
nature of man and the workings of that nature under special
circumstances and conditions.

And hence it is, that in the chapters on Judaism, where no
fresh documents adding to our knowledge of the earliest stages
of its evolution have been brought to light since this volume
was first published, and where criticism has been concentrated
mainly around those minuter details of Hebrew scholarship
which do not affect the general scope and character of that
evolution, I have not felt it necessary to make any alteration
of importance in the text as it stands. It is the same, too,
with the chapters on the evolution of Hindoo Philosophy and
Buddhism, where the material before us is so abundaiit and
precise that the historian is given comparatively little trouble
beyond that of correctly recording it.

But with the history of Early Christianity it is different.
When once we get into the middle of the Second Century and
to the period after the Fourth Gospel had been embodied in
the Canon, our records are ample and all is plain sailing; and
in consequence the stages of the evolution, now emerged into
the open, are traceable with ease* But on all that bears on the
life of Jesus Christ himself and on the history of the Church
in the First Century, as well as on the authenticity, sources,